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A letter from the Principal 
No winter lasts forever; no spring 
skips its turn. 
 ~Hal Borland 

 Spring is upon us and excitement is in the air as we 
continue to have a wonderful year of learning here at 
Essex Elementary School.  As we begin the month of 
April, I am excited by the promise of warmer days 
ahead, buds on the trees, and the sounds of birds in the 
morning.  Our teachers and staff continue to introduce 
and review rigorous academic skills and content across 
all grade levels. With roughly 2 weeks remaining before 
our SBAC testing weeks, it is imperative that our 
students are present each day and eager to actively 
participate in the purposeful teaching and learning 
taking place in our classrooms. I greatly appreciate the 
combined efforts of all as we support our students in 
successfully meeting the highest of standards set for 
them!  

Spring vacation begins on April 3rd and we return to 
school on April 13th.  I wish all of you a wonderful week 
and some well-deserved time spent with family and 
friends.  Now that it stays lighter a bit longer, I 
encourage you to spend time outdoors.  Getting fresh 
air has actual measurable physical and emotional health 
benefits for children.  When children play outside they 
are more likely to use their imagination, and engage in 
creative play and inventions, which expands their 
creative thinking. 

Important Dates: 

• 3/31 - Kindergarten 
Orientation 7pm 

• 4/1 Invention Convention 
6-8pm 

• 4/2 Early Release - 1pm 
Dismissal 

• 4/2 Spring Climate Survey 
goes out to families 

• 4/3 - 4/10 Spring Break - 
Students return 4/13 

• 4/21 - Cultural Arts - 
Juggling/Magician 

• 4/23 - Essex Town Meeting- 
Budget Presentation 7:30pm 

• 4/27 - Spring Climate Survey 
Dealine 

• 4/29 - Spring Concert 7pm 
VRHS 

• 4/30 - 5th grade Puberty 
Movie- Parent preview 
6:15pm (students view 5/8) 

• 5/1 - Ivoryton Playhouse 
Performance - gr. 5 & 6 
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April is the start of testing for many of our students. 
Please note the details which follow and apply to your 
child(ren). We encourage all families to plan vacations 
and appointments around the scheduled testing dates. 
We have minimal make-up days restricted to a specific 
window for students who are ill or absent for 
unavoidable reasons. We encourage all students to get a 
good night’s sleep the night before each test and to eat a 
well-balanced breakfast. 

 Please mark your calendars for the annual spring 
concert, which is scheduled for April 29 at 7pm 
@VRHS.  This is a wonderful evening of music and 
song, and an excellent opportunity for our students to 
showcase their hard work in chorus and band 
throughout the year.  I have been listening to their 
practices and I am excited about the talent of all of our 

young musicians this 
year.   

Although it may 
seem early to 
mention this, we will 
begin preliminary 
placement 
conversations at the 
end of this month. 
Over the next several 
months those adults 
who know your 
students very well 

will expend extraordinary amounts of time, care, and 
thought in placement discussions, as it is essential that 
balanced groupings be created to provide equal 
opportunities for all students. With the end of the 
school year quickly approaching, we want to thank each 
of you for your ongoing support of our students, our 
teachers and staff, and our mission here at EES. This 
year has been, and continues to be, a success due to the 
collective efforts of all in providing opportunities for our 
students to succeed and grow. 

!

SBAC Testing 
Schedule 

4/14 - 4/23 Grade 3 & 5 

• 4/14 & 4/17 ELA part 1&2 plus 
ELA Performance Task 

• 4/20, 4/22, 4/23 - Math part 
1&2 plus Math Performance 
Task 

4/24 - 5/5 Grade 4 & 6 

• 4/24, 4/27, 4/28, 4/30 - ELA 
part 1&2 plus ELA Performance 
Task 

• 5/1, 5/4, 5/5 - Math part 1&2 
plus Math Performance Task 

See article about SBAC below 

______________________________ 

Spring Concert 4/29 7pm  

Please save the date for the EES 
Spring Concert at VRHS starting 
at 7pm.  Our chorus groups and 
bands are excited to perform and 
show off all they have learned this 
year.
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As you may be aware, the Connecticut Mastery Test has been 
replaced by the Smarter Balanced Assessment for English/
language arts and mathematics.  The only remaining CMT test is 
grade five science.  Last year, students took the SBAC pilot, which 
assessed students on the more rigorous Common Core State 
Standards.  This year will be the first year that the test “counts” and 
results are anticipated next fall. !
As we begin testing, we are looking to partner with our EES 
families as we have done so many times in the past.  Working 
together, we can help our students persevere and be successful as 
they take the Smarter Balanced Assessments.  Here are some ways 
you can assist us in doing what is best for our kids: !

• Take note of the dates for testing on a calendar at home (see 
attached).  Try to tailor activities so that children get a 
good night’s sleep prior to testing.   !

• Be sure that your child has a good breakfast and/or a 
fulfilling lunch as testing sessions will vary between 
morning and afternoon. !

• Be on time to school.  Tardy students cannot be admitted 
into classes once testing has started and have to make-up 
tests during class time.   !

• Speak with your child about the upcoming tests.  Prepare 
your child with realistic expectations by reminding him/
her that this test is challenging.  Reinforce daily that all 
anyone is looking for is his/her “best effort.” !

• Anticipate that some children will naturally be a little nervous 
or stressed but should you see signs of extreme stress or 
anxiety, please contact the classroom teacher so that we 
can reassure your child.   !

• Encourage your child to work slowly and carefully, read 
everything on the screen, and avoid the urge to just “click” 
their way through the computerized questions.   !

It is without question, that our EES Students will make 
us proud by doing what they have always done by 
rising to the occasion and putting forth their best 
effort. Thank you all for your support. 

SBAC Testing

Grade 3 students enjoyed a 
science program this past week 
called Dirt on Garbage.  Dirt 
on Garbage embraces the 
concept of reduce, reuse and 
recycle while students explore 
Hands-on activities and engage 
in interactive demonstrations.  
The “Mad Scientist” presenter 
helped  students understand 
their role in improving the state 
of the planet through the 
different hands-on activities.  
The experience supports the 
work teachers are doing in 
delivering engaging inquiry 
based science lessons.  Thank 
you to the PTO for sponsoring 
this memorable event.

Mad Scientist 
Visits EES 
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Parents and guardians of 5th grade students should have received a letter at parent-
teacher conferences with information about the puberty movie.  The parent preview is 
scheduled for Thursday, April 30th @ 6:15 PM for parents/guardians of boys and at 7:00 
PM for parents/guardians of girls.  Students will view the movie on Friday, May 8th at 
the end of the school day. !
Parents and guardians of 6th grade students should have received a letter at parent-teacher 
conferences with information about the health assessment and immunization requirements for 
entrance to 7th grade.  Physicals done since September 1, 2014 are acceptable and can be turned in to 
the Essex Elementary School Health Office before the end of the school year.  Just a reminder to 
schedule summer physicals as soon as possible so the health forms can be submitted to John 
Winthrop Middle School in a timely fashion. !
Hopefully the warm weather will be upon us soon.  I am aware that flip-flops are in fashion, but I 
would suggest, especially for the younger children, that they wear sneakers or closed shoes.  The 
playground terrain is uneven and the younger children love to run at recess, but wearing flip-flops 
can be a tripping hazard.  The goal is to keep the children safe while allowing them to have fun and 
expend some energy at recess.   !
REMINDER:  If your child has an injury requiring medical care, please obtain a note from the 
physician stating the child’s limitations.  This is required to help keep the child safe and to prevent 
further injury. !
According to State and Region #4 Board of Education policy, children are not allowed to carry 
medication to and from school.  Doctor’s orders are required for school personnel (including the 
nurse) to administer medications to students.   !
I hope you all have a fabulous spring break.  Hopefully the weather will be nice and we can spend 
some time outside! !
As always, please feel free to call me at (860)767-1524 or send me an e-mail at 
sudeens@reg4.k12.ct.us  with any questions or concerns. !
Suzanne Deens, R.N. 
Rosemary Vitali

From the Health Office

mailto:sudeens@essex.k12.ct.us
mailto:sudeens@essex.k12.ct.us
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This year, the 5th grade classes of Mrs. 
Schultz and Ms. Armstrong have 
participated in “Equal This,” a 
mathematics themed grant-funded 
learning opportunity through LEARN.  
“Equal This” is a yearlong program 
partnering each class with a fifth grade 
class at MacDonough School in 
Middletown. The classes enjoyed 
monthly visits to museums, theaters, and 
other learning destinations. From team 
building activities at Bushy Hill, to 
polygon paintings at the New Britain 
Museum of Fine Arts and building 
birdhouses at Home Depot using area 
and perimeter, 5th graders worked with 
their buddies on math skills while having 
fun learning and getting to know each 
other.	  

5th Grade LEARN 

Spring Climate Survey 
This spring, students in grades 2, 4 and 6 will 
complete a brief survey in school.  We ask that all 
parents in the district complete a parent survey as 
well.  Additionally, all staff will complete the 
survey.  The data gathered from the student, 
parent and staff surveys will be reviewed and 
used to revise our Safe Schools Climate Plan 
addressing themes that emerge from the survey.  
Additionally, we use the data gathered to 
develop goals to address school climate as part of 
the school improvement plan for the 2015/16 
school year. Teachers at EES have worked hard 
this year to encourage all families to use their 
classroom website to access information about 
homework and class events.  We appreciate your 
help in completing the survey.

Fourth Grade 
Salmon Project 

Promoting Scientific Inquiry 
 Each year, EES fourth 

grade students participate in the "Salmon-in-
Schools" program working directly with The 
Connecticut River Salmon Association 
("CRSA"). The program involves incubating 
Atlantic Salmon eggs in a chilled aquarium tank 
beginning in late December. Frank Kucharski, 
our liaison, delivered 200 eggs from the facility in 
Kensington. He gave students their first look at 
our "Eyed egg" salmon and discussed the growth 
and development of the Atlantic Salmon. Mr. 
Kucharski provided students with the 
temperature of the water and the developmental 
index so that our fourth graders could track the 
growth and development of our salmon. Since 
that time, students have made entries into their 
science journals, recording observations, 
temperatures of the tank water and calculating the 
development of the salmon.  
  On April 17th, students will go on a field trip to 
release the salmon. Each student will have 
the opportunity to observe and record their own 
experience of releasing their own salmon. They 
will learn to choose a desirable place to help their 
fish survive in the wild. Students will also record 
some of their observations of the river ecosystem 
and surrounding habitat. The day long experience 
will include opportunities for students to 
participate in five different inquiry based activities 
at the Salmon River Park. 
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